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By REREE CIFRIND -
Special tc the Reckford Register Star

the Jure 23 geries of articles
discussing - the  Southeast
Rockford Gmundwater - Con-

| tamination praject.

Your reggte:; Gayle Worl-
and, provided the reader with
a thorough tistory of the sita
and identified. many of the

United States EPA have been

1 DO FEEL, however, that the
headlines. and the editorial

hsve camtsed unnecessary con-
can by citlzens of the ares. -

.. From the boglnning, ths
Jlinols EPA has taken all pos-

+ gible public Leaith risks under -

consideration -aud has takan
all necessary measwres to
ensure that public health and
the vnvironment have bron
protected.

~The fivst' issue I must

“Superfund zones present new
dangers for residents.”

‘There are no new “dan-
gers” The contamination has
been there for many years,

;| and removing the 1isk to the
/| health and safety of residents

was the first action taken -in

)| this long, conplicated process.

As divector of the Illinois . -
EPA, 1 feel I must commenton -

- issues our agency and- the

working with for many vears. .

titled. "Danger below" may.

-acdress 8 in the article

Your Views

GUEST: CO LUMH

The article, though, ques-
tions the validity of th° 1993

-basement elr sampling. Whik
‘the reporter is cervect that
there were some “data quali-

fiers” in the collection and
sampling, the analysis of
resuits considered the safety
of the homecwner in all cases.

‘Data qualifiers. are com-
moa when dealing with con-

" centvations as tiny as parts per
billion. It simply means that

the data have to be re-evaluat-
ed to make sure that all meth-

‘oda for collection and analysis

produce valid resiits. [lineis

EPA taxicolegists determined

that the resutts were valid.

ANOTHER 18SUK raised in-

the series of articles was the

‘selection of homes to test.

Worland seamied concerned

“thatnot all bomes in the target

area were tested. We salected
homas that were closest to the

areas of highest contaminntion .

and therefore the most likely

to be. affected by vapors. The

other criteria we used were:
Does tie hane have 2 base~

ment and would the horacown-

er allow us xccess to do sam-

pling? Because a basement is.
bclow groud, ‘it is more likely
o () absorb vapors from smls

I must rciterate that we
" selected homes to test based

o1 our concern that there was
some potenual for contamina-
tion. -
I'I.IMI Ndl'l: also that the
Illinois EPA has a¢ plans “to
excavate below the [Ekberg]
park” as stated in a cutling
below n photo on Page 3.- We
only plan to install under-
ground piping and extraction
welis, which will require some
digging. There will be np exca-
vation and removal of soils for
treatment in the park.

1 -am- elso conterned with
the headline “State EPA cen-
sorg dscuments aler newsps-
per checka

The article - explains that
only information .considered

private was removed. This is
- not censorship; it iy individual -
privacy. Iilinols Freedom of

Infarmatxon legislation pro-
tecis the privacy of indvuiunl
lmmeo.vnars.

- Qur egency s very respon-

_sive to requests for informa-

tion from the pudlic, but we
also make every effort 10 pro-
tect the privacy of individuals
whose homes ox properties
may bz affected by environ.
mental coniamipation. . Only
names and addressez were

. removed, nothing else.

.- = KNSEGHT -Rockford Regiocer Star, Stnday, - Viveo - <3H

IEPA head comments on artlcles

As the Environmemal Pro-
tection Agency for the state of
1llinots, our charge is toensure

_that human health and the

environment are protecied.
Ve take this duty. seriously
and the decisions we make are
always toward that goal. We |.
made sure the residents were
protected early on by seeing |
that they were provided bet-
tled water; then their homes
were comiected .to a public
water supply. We also conduct-
ed basememt sampling based

_on our concerns for the resi-
_dents in the area and will
‘resampie this yem- for the

AAIME YBASO.
FINAMLY, WE have complet-

. ed the Remedy Decision for

the Southeast Rockford Super-
fund site to remave sources of
future contamination. The
remedies that we cltosc to con-

trol the sources wore designed

to remave the threat of vapors
migrating into area basements
in the future. _

As we have done in the past,
we will continwe to both
izform and invelve the public
in our process, and we w:ll
continue to consider and add-
ress the concerns raised. -

Renee Cipriavio is director
of the JRinols Enviroromental
Protection Agency
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